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This chapter is intended to provide guidance to authors, editors, reviewers, and publishers
in the fields of biomedicine, health, and the life sciences. The discussion focuses on
ethical and legal issues involved in publication. According to Lundberg, human behavior
is regulated by 3 forces: morality, ethics, and law. If personal morality does not regulate
acceptable and appropriate behavior, we can rely on ethics. Ethical behavior is determined
by norms, principles, guidelines, and policies. This chapter cites examples of the
determinants of ethical behavior as they relate to scientific publication. If ethics do not
regulate behavior, we are forced to rely on public laws. Examples of cases involving
scientific publication when laws have been invoked or enforced are also provided in this
chapter. Those ethical and legal considerations and dilemmas most commonly encountered
in scholarly scientific publication are the focus of this chapter. References to sources for
additional guidance and information not discussed in this chapter are also provided within
the text and at the end of each subsection...
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References serve 3 primary purposes—documentation, acknowledgment, and directing
or linking the reader to additional resources. Authors may cite a reference to support
their own arguments or lay the foundation for their theses (documentation); as a credit
to the work of other authors (acknowledgment); or to direct the reader to more detail
or additional resources (directing or linking). References are a critical element of a
manuscript and, as such, the reference list demands close scrutiny by authors, editors, peer
reviewers, manuscript editors, and proofreaders. Authors bear primary responsibility for all
reference citations. Editors and peer reviewers should examine manuscript references for
completeness, accuracy, and relevance. Manuscript editors and proofreaders are responsible
for assessing the completeness of references, for ensuring that references are presented in
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proper style and format, and for checking to make sure that any reference links are accurate
and functional.
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The principal goals of editing biomedical publications are to select, improve, and
disseminate information that will advance the art and science of the discipline covered by
the publication. For example, biomedical publications are a major source of information
for the improvement of medical care. In addition to initial transmission to readers at the
time of publication, information from journal articles is often carried by the public media.
Published articles influence educators and opinion leaders, who transmit the information to
many persons who do not read the original publications. Medical journal articles can also
be subsequently accessed by clinicians and researchers seeking information about particular
topics. Such searches are facilitated by online search engines (see 25.0, Resources) and
provide the information essential to practicing evidence-based medicine,1 in which patientcare decisions are informed by acquiring and assessing the relevant medical literature.
These myriad uses of biomedical literature indicate the importance of the procedures to
improve quality involved in editorial assessment and processing...
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A clear understanding of grammar is basic to good writing. Many excellent grammar books
provide a detailed discussion of specific principles (see 25.3, Resources, General Style
and Usage). In this section, the focus is on how to avoid common grammatical and writing
errors. The content of this chapter is organized from the smallest parts of speech (eg, nouns
and pronouns) to larger structures (eg, sentences and paragraphs)...
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Periods, question marks, and exclamation points are the 3 end-of-sentence punctuation
marks. Periods are the most common end-of-sentence punctuation marks. Use a period at
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the end of a declarative or imperative sentence and at the end of each table footnote and
each figure legend...
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Letters to the Editor are an essential aspect of postpublication review. The International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors has recommended that all biomedical journals
provide “a mechanism for submitting comments, questions, or criticisms about published
articles, as well as brief reports and commentary unrelated to previously published articles.
This will likely, but not necessarily, take the form of a correspondence section or column.
The authors of articles discussed in correspondence should be given an opportunity to
respond, preferably in the same issue in which the original correspondence appears.”
Published letters usually comment on an article previously published in the same
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Proper nouns are words used as names for unique individuals, events, objects, or places. |
Capitalize names of cities, towns, counties, states, countries, continents, islands, airports,
peninsulas, bodies of water, mountains and mountain ranges, streets, parks, forests, canyons,
dams, and regions. If a common noun is capitalized in the singular, it is generally not
capitalized in the plural.Atlantic and Pacific oceans Kennedy and Eisenhower expressways
Mississippi and Missouri rivers Compass directions are not capitalized unless they are
generally accepted terms for regions.There is a large time difference between Europe and
the Far East. Walk east until you arrive at the
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UPDATE: We will discontinue using quotation marks to identify parts of an article, but
retain the capitalization; eg, This is discussed in the Methods section (not the “Methods”
section). This change was made February 14, 2013. General terms used to refer to a type
of article or a section within an article should be set lowercase.His letter to the editor was
published in the December issue. The methods sections of articles are often inadequate.
Page 3 of 4
PRINTED FROM AMA MANUAL OF STYLE ONLINE (www.amamanualofstyle.com). © American Medical Association, 2009. All Rights
Reserved. Under the terms of the license agreement, an individual user may print out a PDF of a single chapter of a title in AMA Manual
of Style Online for personal use (for details see Privacy Policy).
date: 06 December 2016

However, when referring to a specific type of article, or a section within a specific article,
capitalize the first letter in the words of the category
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Do not capitalize the words from which an acronym or initialism is derived (see ,
Abbreviations).prostate-specific antigen (PSA) enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA) Exception: When the words that form the acronym or initialism are proper names,
use capitals as described in , Proper Nouns, Official Names: National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) When there has been a “stretch” to create a study name or the name of a
writing group that makes sense, is easy to say, and somehow relates to the name of the
group, but where the first letters of the major words do not match the acronym, do
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Use initial capitals with computer commands, functions, or features.Please do not press the
Back button on your browser until we have finished processing your request. Enter one or
more search terms and click Go. Items in the History folder will be deleted after 90 days.
The word email takes a lowercase letter in JAMA and Archives Journals style except when
it starts a sentence.Please send email messages to my work address. Email submissions are
preferred. |
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