AMA Manual of Style

You are looking at 11-20 of 698 items for:

Molecular Medicine
Harriet S. Meyer
Print Publication Year: 2007 Published Online: 2009
ISBN: eISBN:
Item type: section

Publisher: Oxford University Press
DOI: 10.1093/jama/9780195176339.021.232

Naming things is essential for people to understand one another, no matter what language
or field of interest is involved. This is as true for enzymes, genes and chemicals as it
is for birds, food, flowers, etc.
Keith Tipton and Sinéad Boyce(p34) Molecules
and their interactions underlie every area of medicine. Many classes of molecules are
described according to rules or conventions, some of which are covered in other sections
of this chapter. The Joint Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature (JCBN) formulates
nomenclature policy for classes of biochemicals; see http://www.chem.qmul.ac.uk/iupac/
jcbn/index.html#1. (JCBN enzyme nomenclature is described in , Enzyme Nomenclature.)
The National Center

Obstetric Terms
Harriet S. Meyer
Print Publication Year: 2007 Published Online: 2009
ISBN: eISBN:
Item type: section

Publisher: Oxford University Press
DOI: 10.1093/jama/9780195176339.021.234

Two colloquial shorthand expressions quantify an individual’s obstetric history: GPA and
TPAL. The GPA and TPAL expressions are familiar and widely used clinically. However,
they are also recognized as imprecise and lacking in standardization. (pp225-226)The letters
G, P, and A (or Ab) accompanied by numbers indicate number of pregnancies, births of
viable offspring, and number of spontaneous or induced abortions, respectively. Definitions
of viability vary and in articles should be specified. In the expansions below, the clinical
meaning associated with the GPA shorthand appears; the Latin terms refer to the individual
(see any medical dictionary): For example, G3, P2, A1
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Some of the terms described in this section are specific to ophthalmology, and others have
special usage requirements in ophthalmology. See also , Correct and Preferred Usage of
Common Words and Phrases. adnexa oculi Although often used as a synonym for eyelids,
the term adnexa oculi (which is plural) properly includes the eyelids, lacrimal apparatus,
and other appendages of the eye and should be used with its inclusive meaning. diopter The
diopter is a measure of the power of an optical lens and is the reciprocal of the focal length
in meters. Diopter is abbreviated D when used with a
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Intemperate language should not be used in any discussion or writing which involves
zoological nomenclature, and all debates should be conducted in a courteous and friendly
manner. Code of Ethics, International Code of Zoological Nomenclature(p124) I
know the scientific names of beings animalculous.
W. S. Gilbert Scientific
names are labels used in place of lengthy descriptions. A scientific name corresponds to
a set of formally defined attributes. The meanings of scientific names are internationally
understood. Vernacular names or common names are also labels. Vernacular names seen
in medical publications include fungi, prokaryotes, meningococcus, and St John’s wort.
Vernacular names cannot be assumed to
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Standardization of symbols in respiratory physiology dates from at least 1950. Despite
the familiarity of abbreviations in pulmonary and respiratory medicine, authors and
editors are encouraged to expand all terms at first mention, except as noted. Symbols and
abbreviations are both used. Symbols consist of separate elements in various combinations
whose letters may differ from the initial letters of the expansion, eg, Q# (perfusion).
Abbreviations are usually initialisms. Symbols and their subgrouping into main symbols
and modifiers are consistent with approved nomenclature formulated circa 1980 by the
Commission of Respiratory Physiology (International Union of Physiological Sciences) and
the Publications Committee
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Use of eponyms in the biomedical literature should be considered with regard to their
usefulness in transmitting medical information. Although some eponyms are evanescent,
many are permanently integrated into the body of medical knowledge. Eponyms have a
degree of historical and cultural value and sometimes become well known. In the converse
of historical value, it has been argued that certain eponyms should not be used because the
named individual was involved in war crimes. In any case, many eponyms can be replaced
with a noneponymous term consisting of a descriptive word or phrase that applies to the
same disease, condition,
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There is some continuing debate over the use of the possessive form for eponyms, but a
transition toward the nonpossessive form has taken place. A major step toward preference
for the nonpossessive form occurred when the National Down Syndrome Society advocated
the use of Down syndrome, rather than Down’s syndrome, arguing that the syndrome
does not actually belong to anyone. The previous (ninth) edition of this manual, the
seventh edition of the Council of Science Editors style manual, the Dictionary of Medical
Eponyms, and the 27th edition of Stedman’s Medical Dictionary recommend and use the
nonpossessive form for eponymous terms.
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In major articles, authors are listed in a byline, which appears immediately below the title
or subtitle. In letters, editorials, book reviews, essays, poems, and news stories, the authors'
names may appear as signatures at the end of the text, rather than as a byline under the title.
The authors' names and academic degrees are used, as in the byline. Further information
given in the signature varies with the journal. The author should consult a recent issue for
style and format. The byline or signature block should contain each author’s full name
(unless initials are preferred to full names), including,
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The editors of JAMA and the Archives Journals prefer the use of Greek letters rather
than spelled-out words, unless usage dictates otherwise. Consult Dorland's and Stedman's
medical dictionaries for general terms. These sources may differ in the representation of
terms, ie, #-fetoprotein (symbol) (Stedman's) and alpha fetoprotein (Dorland's). If the Greek
letter, rather than the word, is found in either of these sources for the item in question,
use the letter in preference to the word. # For chemical terms, the use of Greek letters is
almost always preferred.#-pinene # For electroencephalographic terms, use the word (see ,
Nomenclature, Neurology,
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In titles, subtitles (except in references), headings, table column heads, line art, and at the
beginning of sentences, the first non-Greek letter after a lowercase Greek letter should
be capitalized.#-Blocker use during pregnancy increases the risk that an infant will be
small for gestational age. Do not capitalize the Greek letter itself, unless the word itself
normally includes a Greek capital letter. In this case, the first non-Greek letter after the
capital letter should be lowercased.#-Hemolytic streptococci were identified. #1-3,4trans-tetrahydrocannabinol is 1 of 2 psychoactive isometric principles in cannabis. For
hyphenation in words that contain Greek letters, consult Special Combinations
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