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The International System of Units (Le Système International d'Unités or SI) represents a
modified version of the metric system that has been established by international agreement
and currently is the official measurement system of most nations of the world. The SI
promotes uniformity of quantities and units, minimizes the number of units and multiples
used in other measurement systems, and can express virtually any measurement in science,
medicine, industry, and commerce. In 1977, the World Health Organization recommended
the adoption of the SI by the international scientific community. Since then, many
biomedical publications throughout the world have adopted SI units
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The SI includes conventions for expressing unit names and abbreviations (often referred
to as symbols) and for displaying them in text. | The SI unit names are written lowercase
(eg, kilogram) when spelled out, except for Celsius (as in “degrees Celsius”), which is
capitalized. Abbreviations or symbols for SI units also are written lowercase, with the
following exceptions: # Abbreviations derived from a proper name should be capitalized
(eg, N for newton, K for kelvin, A for ampere), although nonabbreviated SI unit names
derived from a proper name are not capitalized (eg, newtons, amperes). # An uppercase
letter L is
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In the United States, most physicians and other health care professionals use conventional
units for most commonly encountered clinical measurements (eg, blood pressure), and most
clinical laboratories report many laboratory values by means of conventional units. To serve
these readers, but also to serve the needs of readers in countries where SI units are used,
JAMA and the Archives Journals have adopted an approach for reporting units of measure
that includes a combination of SI units and conventional units. | Measurements of length,
area, volume, and mass are reported by means of metric units rather than English units
(Table ).

Format, Style, and Punctuation
Phil B. Fontanarosa and Stacy Christiansen
Print Publication Year: 2007 Published Online: 2009
ISBN: eISBN:
Item type: section

Publisher: Oxford University Press
DOI: 10.1093/jama/9780195176339.021.258

The format, style, and punctuation guidelines generally apply for SI reporting but also are
used for reporting most values in conventional units. | SI reporting style uses exponents
rather than certain abbreviations, such as cu and sq. | The same symbol is used for single
and multiple quantities. Unit symbols are not expressed in the plural form. | Units of
measure are treated as collective singular (not plural) nouns and require a singular verb.To
control the patient’s fever, 500 mg of acetaminophen was [not were] administered at the
time of admission and 1000 mg was required 4 hours later. |
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Some judge of authors' names, not works, and then Nor praise nor blame the writings, but
the men.
Alexander Pope More than 50 years ago, Richard M. Hewitt, MD, then
head of the Section of Publications at the Mayo Clinic, described the ethics of authorship
in a JAMA article entitled “Exposition as Applied to Medicine: A Glance at the Ethics of
It.” The following excerpts from Hewitt’s article demonstrate an appreciation of the basic
ethical responsibilities and obligations of authorship: Authorship cannot be conferred; it
may be undertaken by one who will shoulder the responsibility that goes with it. The reader
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UPDATE: In December 2013, the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE) revised its recommendations on authorship and added a fourth criterion for
authorship. The subsection on Authorship Definition and Criteria in 5.1.1 below has been
revised. Authorship offers significant professional and personal rewards, but these rewards
are accompanied by substantial responsibility. During the 1980s, biomedical editors began
requiring contributors to meet specific criteria for authorship. These criteria were first
developed for medical journals under the initiative of Edward J. Huth, MD, then editor of
the Annals of Internal Medicine, who cited Hewitt's work during discussions at the 1984
meeting
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The number of authors whose names appear in the byline of scientific papers increased
steadily during the second half of the 20th century. This increase occurred as a result of
specialization, multidisciplinary collaboration, and the advent of large multicenter studies.
However, authorship inflation has diluted the meaning of authorship. For example, which
authors in a byline that contains more than 100 names can state that they actually wrote
the paper or that they participated sufficiently to take public responsibility for the work? In
response to this problem, suggestions were made in the 1980s and 1990s to limit the number
of
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At least 1 author must be responsible for any part of an article crucial to its main
conclusions, and everyone listed as an author must have made a substantial contribution
to that specific article. As described in , Authorship: Definition, Criteria, Contributions,
and Requirements, many journals require authors to sign statements of authorship
responsibility and to indicate specific contributions of all authors. In addition to improving
the transparency of author responsibility, accountability, and credit, these policies may help
eliminate guest authors and identify ghost authors. Traditionally, supervisors, department
chairs, and mentors have been given guest, or honorary, places in the
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Before proposals for identifying authors' contributions began to be implemented, proposed
guides for determining order of authorship ranged from simple alphabetical listings to
mathematical formulas for assessing specific levels of individual contribution levels.
However, even the most systematic calculations of contribution levels will require some
measure of subjective judgment, and determination of order of authors is best done by the
authors' collective assessment of each other’s level of contribution. Moreover, as Rennie et
al have argued, attempts to provide information to readers by ordering authors in particular
ways is not meaningful, especially if each author’s contributions are not made public.
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Changes made in authorship (ie, order, addition, and deletion of authors) should be
discussed and approved by all authors. Any such changes made after a manuscript has been
submitted should be explained to the journal. The BMJ’s policy for alterations in authorship
of papers under consideration is a useful guide for other journals: Any change in authors
and/or contributors after initial submission must be approved by all authors. This applies
to additions, deletions, change of order to the authors, or contributions being attributed
differently. Any alterations must be explained to the editor. The editor may contact any of
the authors
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