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Each portion of the manuscript should contribute to the reader’s understanding of why and
how the study was done and should help persuade the reader that (1) the hypothesis or study
question is clearly stated, carefully considered, and important, (2) the methods are designed
to answer the question and the analysis is appropriate, (3) the results are credible, and (4)
the implications are placed in context and the limitations do not preclude interpretation of
the results. Words used herein that are defined in the glossary (see , Glossary of Statistical
Terms) are . UPDATE: We will discontinue using quotation marks
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UPDATE: We will discontinue using quotation marks to identify parts of an article, but
retain the capitalization; eg, This is discussed in the Methods section (not the “Methods”
section). This change was made February 14, 2013. The structured abstract should enable
the reader to assess the study hypothesis and methods quickly and easily. The context for
the study question and the hypothesis (objective) should be clearly stated (eg, “To determine
whether enalapril reduces left ventricular mass …”), the study design and and setting from
which the sample was drawn described, and the main outcome measures explained. The
results should include
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UPDATE: We will discontinue using quotation marks to identify parts of an article, but
retain the capitalization; eg, This is discussed in the Methods section (not the “Methods”
Page 1 of 2
PRINTED FROM AMA MANUAL OF STYLE ONLINE (www.amamanualofstyle.com). © American Medical Association, 2009. All Rights
Reserved. Under the terms of the license agreement, an individual user may print out a PDF of a single chapter of a title in AMA Manual
of Style Online for personal use (for details see Privacy Policy). date: 02 August 2015

section). This change was made February 14, 2013. The Methods section should include
enough information to enable a knowledgeable reader to replicate the study and, given
the original data, verify the reported results. Components should include as many of the
following as are applicable to the study design: # Study design (see sections ). # Year(s)
(and exact dates if appropriate) when the study was conducted. # Disease or condition to be
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UPDATE: We will discontinue using quotation marks to identify parts of an article, but
retain the capitalization; eg, This is discussed in the Methods section (not the “Methods”
section). This change was made February 14, 2013. The Results section should include
the number of individuals or other data units initially eligible for study, the number at
its inception, and the number who were excluded, dropped out, or were lost to followup at each point in the study. For example, JAMA requires a figure showing the flow of
participants through controlled trials (see , Randomized Controlled Trials). Authors should
provide descriptive
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Whether the hypothesis was supported or refuted by the results should be addressed. The
study result should be placed in context of published literature. The limitations of the study
should be discussed, especially possible sources of and how these problems might affect
conclusions and generalizability. Evidence to support or refute the problems introduced by
the limitations should be provided. The implications for clinical practice, if any, and specific
directions for future research may be offered. The conclusions should not go beyond the
data and should be based on the study results and limited to the specific represented by the
study
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