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A biomedical journal should provide a forum for readers and authors to participate in
postpublication peer review and scientific dialogue and to exchange important information,
especially with regard to articles published in the journal.,, A common forum for such
exchange is the correspondence, or letters to the editor, column (see also , Types of Articles,
Correspondence). Such letters become part of the published record and, like articles, are
indexed by bibliographic databases. In the correspondence column, journal readers have the
opportunity to offer relevant comments, query authors, and provide objective and scholarly
criticism of published articles. Authors of articles to
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