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In the active voice, the subject does the acting; in the passive voice, the subject is acted on.
In general, authors should use the active voice, except in instances in which the actor is
unknown or the interest focuses on what is acted on (as in the following example of passive
voice).He was shot in the abdomen and within 10 minutes was brought to the emergency
department. If the actor is mentioned in the sentence, the active voice is preferred over the
passive voice. |

Page 1 of 1

PRINTED FROM AMA MANUAL OF STYLE ONLINE (www.amamanualofstyle.com). © American Medical Association, 2009. All Rights
Reserved. Under the terms of the license agreement, an individual user may print out a PDF of a single chapter of a title in AMA Manual
of Style Online for personal use (for details see Privacy Policy).

Subscriber: null; date: 20 September 2017


http://www.amamanualofstyle.com
http://www.amamanualofstyle.com/page/privacy-policy/privacy-policy-and-legal-notice;jsessionid=A3DA690B4125F8B7AE002D00DD9EE1B1

