Electronic References Quiz
by Laura King, MA, ELS
Directions: Edit the following references based on the information outlined in section 3.15 of the AMA
Manual of Style. Use PubMed and other Internet sources to verify the references. Query author for missing
information.
1. ARTICLE AVAILABLE ONLY ONLINE:
Eyre-Walker A, Stoletzki N (2013) The Assessment of Science: The Relative Merits of PostPublication Review, the Impact Factor, and the Number of Citations. PLoS Biol 11(10): e1001675.
http://www.plosbiology.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pbio.1001675;jsessionid=5425
66AD4A12F100EDF7CBB686FD5119.
ANSWER:
Eyre-Walker A, Stoletzki N. The assessment of science: the relative merits of post-publication
review, the impact factor, and the number of citations. PLoS Biol. 2013;11(10):e1001675.
http://www.plosbiology.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pbio.1001675;jsessionid=5425
66AD4A12F100EDF7CBB686FD5119. Accessed [query author for date].
Editor’s Note: The basic format for reference to an article in an online journal is as follows:
Author(s). Title. Journal Name [using National Library of Medicine abbreviations—see 14.10,
Abbreviations, Names of Journals]. Year;vol(issue No.):inclusive pages. URL [provide the URL in
this field; no need to use “URL:” preceding it]. Published [date]. Updated [date]. Accessed [date].
The published and updated dates are listed only when provided. The accessed date is required.
Query the author if it is not provided (§3.15.1, Online Journals, pp 64-67 in print).
2. ARTICLE AVAILABLE ONLY ONLINE:
Kew KM, Mavergames C, Walters JAE. Long-acting beta2-agonists for chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2013, Issue 10. Art. No.:
CD010177. DOI: 10.1002/14651858.CD010177.pub2.
ANSWER:
Kew KM, Mavergames C, Walters JAE. Long-acting β2-agonists for chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2013;10:CD010177.
doi:10.1002/14651858.CD010177.pub2.
Editor’s Note: This example provides the DOI rather than a URL. In this case, it is not necessary to
also provide the URL. When the DOI is provided, it is preferable to cite it rather than the URL. Note:
The DOI is provided immediately after “doi:” and is set closed up to it, per convention. No accessed
date is required for the DOI, making it the last item in the reference (§3.15.1, Online Journals, pp 6467 in print).

3. ARTICLE PUBLISHED ONLINE AHEAD OF PRINT:
Zeni J, Abujaber S, Flowers P, Pozzi F, Snyder-Mackler L. J Orthop Sports Phys Ther. 2013 Jul 25.
[Epub ahead of print] Biofeedback to Promote Movement Symmetry After Total Knee Arthroplasty: A
Feasibility Study. doi:10.2519/jospt.2013. 4657
ANSWER:
Zeni J, Abujaber S, Flowers P, Pozzi F, Snyder-Mackler L. Biofeedback to promote movement
symmetry after total knee arthroplasty: a feasibility study [published online July 25, 2013]. J Orthop
Sports Phys Ther. doi:10.2519/jospt.2013.4657.
Editor’s Note: If an article is published online ahead of print publication, it may appear in 1 of 3
ways: (1) posted without editing; (2) edited and posted as it will appear in print, only ahead of the
print publication (with or without print pagination); or (3) edited and posted as part of a specific issue
of the journal. The date the article was published should be placed in brackets after the title and
phrased as “published online” not “published online ahead of print” (§3.15.1, Online Journals, pp 6467 in print).
4. VIDEO:
Video to the article: Acute Skeletal Muscle Wasting in Critical Illness. Puthucheary ZA, Rawal J,
McPhail M, et al. JAMA. 2013;310(15):1591-1600.
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/multimediaPlayer.aspx?mediaid=6068893.
ANSWER:
Puthucheary ZA, Rawal J, McPhail M, et al. Acute skeletal muscle wasting in critical illness [video].
JAMA. 2013;310(15):1591-1600.
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/multimediaPlayer.aspx?mediaid=6068893. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: If the author is citing only the video, this is noted in brackets after the article title. The
URL for the video is also given. The author should be queried for the accessed date (§3.15.1, Online
Journals, pp 64-67 in print).
5. BOOK ON CD-ROM:
Basic Dysrhythmias Interactive (CD-ROM). Robert J. Huszar (Author). Philadelphia: Mosby 2002.
ANSWER:
Huszar RJ. Basic Dysrhythmias Interactive [CD-ROM]. Philadelphia, PA: Mosby; 2002.
Editor’s Note: Citation of a book or monograph in CD-ROM format follows fairly closely the form
used for a book or monograph, with the key difference being the inclusion of the name of the
medium in brackets after the title (eg, [CD-ROM]). Titles of books on CD-ROM follow the
capitalization style of print book titles and are italicized. Note: If the title of the book (eg, Cecil
Textbook of Medicine on CD-ROM) indicates the medium, no mention of the medium in brackets is
necessary (§3.15.2, Books and Books on CD-ROM, pp 67-68 in print).

6. eBOOK:
Hiroshi Shimizu. Shimizu’s Textbook of Dermatology. eBook. Hokkaido, Japan: Hokkaido University
Press, 2007. http://www.derm-hokudai.jp/shimizu-dermatology/.
ANSWER:
Shimizu H. Shimizu’s Textbook of Dermatology. Hokkaido, Japan: Hokkaido University Press; 2007.
http://www.derm-hokudai.jp/shimizu-dermatology/. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: The basic format for reference to an Internet-based book is as follows. Note: If the
reference is to the entire book, the information about chapter title and inclusive pages is not
included. Author(s). Chapter title. In: Editor(s). Book Title. [Edition number, if it is the second edition
or above; mention of first edition is not necessary] ed. City, State (or country) of publisher:
Publisher’s name; copyright year:inclusive pages. URL: [provide URL and verify that the link still
works as close as possible to the time of publication]. Accessed [date] (§3.15.2, Books and Books
on CD-ROM, pp 67-68 in print).
7. WEBSITE:
http://women.webmd.com/news/20131010/uterine-fibroids-take-heavy-toll-on-women-survey-finds
ANSWER:
Doheny K. Uterine fibroids take heavy toll on women, survey finds: but many delay seeing doctor for
years because of concerns about treatments. WebMD.
http://women.webmd.com/news/20131010/uterine-fibroids-take-heavy-toll-on-women-survey-finds.
Published October 10, 2013. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: In citing data from a website, include the following elements, if available, in the order
shown: Author(s), if given (often, no authors are given). Title of the specific item cited (if none is
given, use the name of the organization responsible for the site). Name of the website. URL [provide
URL and verify that the link still works as close as possible to publication]. Published [date]. Updated
[date]. Accessed [date]. Information can be obtained by accessing the website but be sure to query
author for the date he/she accessed the site (§3.15.3, Websites, pp 68-69 in print).
8. ONLINE NEWSPAPER:
Faces of Breast Cancer: A Global Community by Tara Parker-Pope. New York Times. October 15,
2013. Page C3. http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/15/faces-of-breast-cancer-a-globalcommunity/?ref=health&_r=0.
ANSWER:
Parker-Pope T. Faces of breast cancer: a global community. New York Times. October 15, 2013:C3.
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/15/faces-of-breast-cancer-a-globalcommunity/?ref=health&_r=0. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: Except for the citation of the URL and the accessed date, the format is the same as
that for citing a print newspaper (§3.15.4, Online Newspapers, p 69 in print).

9. SOFTWARE:
StataCorp. 2013. Stata Statistical Software: Release 13. College Station, TX: StataCorp LP.

ANSWER:
StataCorp [computer program]. Release 13. College Station, TX: StataCorp LP; 2013.
Editor’s Note: Use the above form to cite software. Software need not be cited in the reference list
if it is mentioned only in passing or is available without charge via the Internet (eg, shareware or
freeware) (§3.15.6, Software, p 70 in print).
10. DATABASE:
Health Professional Database of the Minnesota Board of Medical Practice.
http://www.docboard.org/mn/df/mndf.htm.
ANSWER:
Minnesota Board of Medical Practice. Health Professional Database. Minneapolis: Minnesota Board
of Medical Practice. http://www.docboard.org/mn/df/mndf.htm. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: In citing data from an online database, include the following elements, if applicable,
in the order shown: Author(s). Title of the database. Publisher’s location (city, state, or, for Canada,
city, province, country, or, all others, city, country): publisher’s name; year of publication and/or last
update. URL [provide URL and verify that the link still works as close as possible to publication].
Accessed [date]. Include as much information as possible (§3.15.8, Databases, pp 70-71 in print).
11. ONLINE CONFERENCE PRESENTATION:
Bara BG, Chater N, Tomasello M, Varley R. Communication intentions in the mind/brain.
http://csjarchive.cogsci.rpi.edu/proceedings/2013/papers/0024/index.html. Paper presented at the
35th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, held in Berlin, Germany, August 3, 2013.
ANSWER:
Bara BG, Chater N, Tomasello M, Varley R. Communication intentions in the mind/brain. Paper
presented at: 35th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society; August 3, 2013; Berlin,
Germany. http://csjarchive.cogsci.rpi.edu/proceedings/2013/papers/0024/index.html. Accessed
[date].
Editor’s Note: Online conference proceedings are treated much the same as a “presented at”
reference (§3.13.8, Special Print Materials, Unpublished Material), with the addition of the URL and
the accessed date (§3.15.10, Online Conference Proceedings/Presentations, pp 71-72 in print).

12. NEWS RELEASE:
Blood pressure drugs shown to decrease risk of Alzheimer’s disease dementia. Johns Hopkins
Medicine, Baltimore, MD. 10/16/2013.
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/media/releases/blood_pressure_drugs_shown_to_decrease_r
isk_of_alzheimers_disease_dementia.
ANSWER:
Blood pressure drugs shown to decrease risk of Alzheimer’s disease dementia [news release].
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins Medicine; October 16, 2013.
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/media/releases/blood_pressure_drugs_shown_to_decrease_r
isk_of_alzheimers_disease_dementia. Accessed [date].
Editor’s Note: Indicate news release in brackets after the title and query author for the accessed
date (§3.15.11, News Releases and Miscellaneous, p 72 in print).

